
 
KCS Market Day: Parent Letter #2 
January 19, 2017 
 
Dear Parent, 
The intermediate students are off to a great start with their Market Day project!  In the past two 
weeks the students have: 
● Learned about the purpose (“Big Idea”) for the KCS Market Day on March 14  
● Learned about global and local poverty and how the cycle of poverty can be broken 

through micro-financing (loans of less than $500) 
● Viewed videos of successful young entrepreneurs and their products/services 
● Discussed characteristics of an entrepreneur and reflected on how they have or don’t 

have those characteristics 
● Identified their skills & interests and connected those to possible products/services 
● Discussed group roles and how their skills & interests will support their group (company) 

product/service 
● Been introduced to the components of the business plan they will be producing 
● Listened to a community expert about her business plan, skills & interests, and how her 

faith is an integral part of her business (Thank you, Mrs. Verhoeff!) 
● Requested approval for groups (their “company”) and their chosen product/service 
● Started brainstorming possible mission statements and taglines for their company 
● Worked on developing a logo for their company 
● Reflected on and documented (through blogs or through scrapbooks) what they have 

learned and how they are applying that knowledge to their business 
 
Our next steps in this project are to have the students identify how much money they need to 
start their business (teachers will be guiding the students through this process) and to decide 
how they will be securing those funds.  The students will also be surveying their target market 
to find out whether their product/service will be successful, how much of their product/service 
they need to produce, and to determine a realistic price to set for their product/service.  
 
Please refer to the following information that the students will be given about securing funds to 
start their business.  If there are any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher for clarification.  Please note the maximum amount that teachers will 
approve for loans ($25 per company) and please note that you are not expected to loan 
money to your child(ren).   
 
 





Market Day Financing Options 

In order to start your business, you need to identify how much money your company will need 
to start producing your product and to pay for advertising.  You need to consider the following: 
● What materials are needed to produce your product/service 
● Whether you need to purchase materials or whether you think that someone will be able 

to donate some of the materials needed 
● How much it will cost to purchase materials needed to produce your product  

○ For example, if you are making a food item, how much will it cost to purchase 
ingredients? 

● How much of your product you will need to produce 
● What kind of advertising you will be doing and costs involved in promoting your 

company 
○ For example, how much will it cost to print posters or flyers? 

 
Once you have decided how much money you expect to need to start your business (and your 
teacher has approved that amount), you need to decide how you will secure that amount of 
money so you can get started.  
 
The options that you have for financing your company are: 
1. Securing a loan 
You may borrow money from a parent, a family member or family friend, or from yourself.  If 
you are borrowing money from someone, you must complete a “Loan Application” which will 
include information about the amount of your loan, when it will be paid back, and how you will 
repay the loan if your business is not successful.  The company members and the person you 
are borrowing the money from need to sign the Loan Application form.  Your group must show 
the Loan Application to your teacher for final approval.  
 
The maximum amount of money that your company is allowed to borrow for this project 
is $25.  Parents do not have to agree to loan money to a company!  
 
2. Donations 
You may request donations for your company.  Remember that you will need to convince 
someone that your product/service is worth investing in!  All donations must be shown on your 
Financial Plan spreadsheet. Requests for donations may be made... 
● In person to someone you know who has materials that you need 
● Through the school’s Market Day webpage (ask your teacher to include your request in 

the “How you can help” section) 
You may also donate money yourself to your company.  For example, your company members 
could agree to earn money (doing chores, babysitting, shovelling snow, etc.) that will be 
donated to your company.  

 




