
 

 
 

Middle School At Home Learning Plan 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
KCS staff has been meeting this week to prepare for moving your child’s educational program to 
“at home” learning.  We know that this is a stressful time for many families and that you are 
wondering how this will work.  We are encouraging our staff to be the voice of calm, hope, and 
faith; we will continue to fulfill our mission as a “Christ-centered school offering a Bible-based 
education that nurtures academic potential, moral character, a Christian worldview and a 
commitment to serving God and others”.  
 
As we continue teaching and your children continue learning, we would like to share some ideas 
on what not to expect and what you can expect from us.  
 
What not to expect: 
As many educators and leaders have already pointed out, the circumstances we are managing 
are unprecedented.  None of us has navigated this kind of situation before so we are working 
within a set of unknowns.  Here are some things that we want to reassure you about:  

● KCS does not expect families to replicate a full school day with 5 hours of tasks to 
complete; school hours as usual will not work in a family setting.  

● We don’t expect that families will immediately be able to jump into a full school routine at 
home; you will need time to practice the “new normal” with your family.  

● We do not want to overwhelm you with multiple emails or with an overwhelming amount 
of suggestions for activities.  We want our communication to be streamlined and 
effective.  

● KCS does not want to give your child meaningless or “fluff” activities to fill time.  We want 
to choose wisely and to be thoughtful about the key learning outcomes we want your 
child to achieve. 

● We do not want families to be overwhelmed; we are here to provide support as you 
begin setting up new routines at home.  

 
What to expect: 
Although we are in unusual circumstances, KCS promises to focus on the following: 

● Nurturing your child’s faith development and character development; setting aside time 
to pray with your child and for your child.  



● Clear communication via Google Classroom to your child about which activities are 
required and which activities are optional to complete. 

● Support with technology and with navigating online programs. 
● Grace in understanding when your family needs the pace slowed down. 
● Options for your family to choose to learn in a different way and to show evidence of 

learning in a different way. 
● Timely feedback on your child’s progress via Google Classroom.  
● Personal check-in’s with your child’s teacher or by an EA at least once a week via phone 

or video chat. 
● Daily scheduled Google Meets for the class hosted by your child’s teacher to talk about 

the day’s assignments and to connect with your child.  
 
 
How do I set up a learning schedule for my kids? 
People can not learn unless their basic needs are met first.  As you know, your child needs 
healthy food, sufficient sleep, and the security of knowing that their world (their relationship with 
you and God) is secure.  We encourage you to focus on these elements with your family as you 
start setting up school routines.  
 
Flexible Routines 
You know your kids and the needs of your family best.  If an activity is not going well and your 
child (or you) needs a break, that’s ok.  You can try it a different day or you can ask your child’s 
teacher for support in working on that activity.  Teachers will provide some recommendations for 
how much time you can spend on daily or weekly activities but it is up to you to decide how that 
will work best for your family.  For some of you, the morning might be best.  For others, the 
afternoon might be best.  We do encourage you to find a routine that works for your family and 
then stick to that routine as much as possible.  
 
It feels like my kid has zero attention span.  What should I do?  
Perseverance 
As children grow, their ability to persevere at a task increases.  Encourage your child to build 
perseverance at a task but recognize that every child is starting from a different point.  The goal 
is to help them to increase their perseverance and focus from wherever they are starting.  Your 
Middle School child should be able to focus on a task for 30-40 minutes.  Encourage your child 
to take short breaks in between tasks to stretch their legs, get outside, have a snack, work with 
a younger sibling, or help you with a chore.  
 
What do I need to consider when setting up a learning space? 
Millions of families around the world are figuring out the same thing!  Here is a great resource 
from the BC Ministry of Education:   https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/  If you 
indicated on your survey that you would like support with setting up your home learning space, 
your child’s teacher or an administrator will call your family to discuss this further.  



 
Please ensure that your child is not working from their bedroom or from a secluded area in your 
house.  Your child’s teachers have already sent home reminders to your child about etiquette, 
online safety, and privacy.  Please note that we are continuing to research and explore how to 
ensure that your family’s privacy is respected and protected while we host Google Meets.  
 
I need some more ideas for what my kids can do at home-- they’re bored. 
If your child(ren) need some ideas for optional kid-friendly activities, check out these websites: 

● https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/ for everyday learning activities 
● https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/parent-resource-page.aspx 

 
What about Explore? 
We need some time on this one!  Our Explore blocks are intended to be hands-on with specific 
materials and tools which not all families will have available at their home.  We are researching 
and brainstorming possible options to provide to Middle School families in a couple of weeks. 
 
What else can I do to make this go smoothly?  
Please communicate with your child’s homeroom teacher (via email, phone call, or video 
conference) what is not working for your child or for your family.  We want to support you and 
work alongside you so we would love feedback on how to do that better.  Please pray for the 
KCS staff as we continue to adapt to these new circumstances.  
 
Thank you for your support-- you are an amazing community!  We will be praying for you as 
your family continues their learning at home.  Your child’s teacher will be contacting you next 
week with more information about scheduling weekly check-in meetings.  
 
On behalf of the Middle School staff, 
 
Karen Currie, MEd 
Elementary & Middle School VP 
karenc@kamcs.org 
 


