
 

 
 

K-5 At Home Learning Plan 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
KCS staff has been meeting this week to prepare for moving your child’s educational program to 
“at home” learning.  We know that this is a stressful time for many families and that you are 
wondering how this will work.  We are encouraging our staff to be the voice of calm, hope, and 
faith; we will continue to fulfill our mission as a “Christ-centered school offering a Bible-based 
education that nurtures academic potential, moral character, a Christian worldview and a 
commitment to serving God and others”.  
 
As we continue teaching and your children continue learning, we would like to share some ideas 
on what not to expect and what you can expect from us.  
 
What not to expect: 
As many educators and leaders have already pointed out, the circumstances we are managing 
are unprecedented.  None of us has navigated this kind of situation before so we are working 
within a set of unknowns.  Here are some things that we want to reassure you about:  

● KCS does not expect families to replicate a full school day with 5 hours of tasks to 
complete; school hours as usual will not work in a family setting.  

● We don’t expect that families will immediately be able to jump into a full school routine at 
home; you will need time to practice the “new normal” with your family.  

● We do not want to overwhelm you with multiple emails or with an overwhelming amount 
of suggestions for activities.  We want our communication to be streamlined and 
effective.  

● KCS does not want to give your child meaningless or “fluff” activities to fill time.  We want 
to choose wisely and to be thoughtful about the key learning outcomes we want your 
child to achieve. 

● We do not want families to be overwhelmed or unsupported as they begin setting up 
new routines at home.  

 
What to expect: 
Although we are in unusual circumstances, KCS promises to focus on the following: 

● Nurturing your child’s faith development and character development; setting aside time 
to pray with your child and for your child.  

● Clear communication about which activities are required (“must do”) and which activities 
are optional to complete (“can try”). 



● Support with technology and with navigating online programs. 
● Grace in understanding when your family needs the pace slowed down. 
● Options for your family to choose to learn in a different way and to show evidence of 

learning in a different way. 
● Timely feedback on your child’s progress. 
● Personal check-in’s with your child’s teacher or by an EA at least once a week via phone 

or video chat. 
● A weekly guide for literacy, numeracy, (and eventually) family based projects. 

 
What is the K-5 At Home Weekly Guide? 
K-5 teachers have developed a framework for sending home information for the week on “must 
do” activities and “can try” activities in literacy, numeracy, and family based projects.  All K-5 
teachers will be using the same framework.  The framework includes the following: 

● Learning targets  for the week (what your child’s teacher wants your child to 
accomplish) 

● Listed activities  (including links to videos, books, etc) that are required (“must do”) or 
optional (“can try”) depending on your family’s schedule.  Please note that some 
activities are daily activities and other activities can be completed throughout the week at 
a pace that works for your child and family.  

● Teachers will also request evidence of learning that they will assess to determine your 
child’s mastery of skills or concepts.  The evidence of learning could be a photo, a video, 
or link to a document that demonstrates your child’s achievement.  

 
Gulp! How do I send in evidence of learning? 
All  K-5 classrooms will be moving on to SeeSaw, an educational platform for sharing 
information and evidence of learning such as photos, videos, and written documents.  Having a 
unified platform is important to the teachers so that we can easily communicate with parents 
and so that you can easily communicate with us.  We know that moving to a new online 
platform for communication will take a bit of practice so we will be slowly implementing 
SeeSaw over the next few weeks.  Our staff need training and practice in how to use SeeSaw 
and we want families to have time to be comfortable with the new platform as well.  Please note 
that if your child’s teacher currently uses Class Dojo, we will no longer be using that app to 
communicate.  
 
I’m still having a hard time understanding how this will work-- help! 
Like learning any new skill, we all need a bit of practice with our “new normal”.  On Thursday 
morning, you will be emailed an At Home Weekly Guide for literacy and numeracy so that 
you can practice using the guide and practice setting up your learning space and 
learning routine with your kids.  The guide will be a short version of weekly activities--- we are 
hoping that you can spend an hour practicing on Thursday and an hour practicing on Friday.  All 
of the activities suggested for Thursday or Friday are “can try” activities.  
 



How do I set up a learning schedule for my kids? 
People can not learn unless their basic needs are met first.  As you know, your child needs 
healthy food, sufficient sleep, and the security of knowing that their world (their relationship with 
you and God) is secure.  We encourage you to focus on these elements with your family as you 
start setting up school routines.  
 
Flexible Routines 
You know your kids and the needs of your family best.  If an activity is not going well and your 
child (or you) needs a break, that’s ok.  You can try it a different day or you can ask your child’s 
teacher for support in working on that activity.  Teachers will provide some recommendations for 
how much time you can spend on daily or weekly activities but it is up to you to decide how that 
will work best for your family.  For some of you, the morning might be best.  For others, the 
afternoon might be best.  We do encourage you to find a routine that works for your family and 
then stick to that routine as much as possible.  
 
Centre Activities  
As you construct your learning schedule, consider the learning needs of your child(ren).  It might 
work best for your family to work on similar activities at the same time but it might be better to 
rotate your children through a series of short activities.  
For example: 
Child A;  independent reading (online or with print books)  for 15 minutes 
Child B:  one-on-one work to complete math practice provided by the teacher for 15 minutes 
Child C:  independent play or choice activity for 15 minutes  
 
My kid has zero attention span.  What should I do?  
Perseverance 
As children grow, their ability to persevere at a task increases.  Encourage your child to build 
perseverance at a task but recognize that every child is starting from a different point.  The goal 
is to help them to increase their perseverance and focus from wherever they are starting.  Here 
are some general guidelines for children’s ability to sustain focus on a task: 
Ages 5-7:  10-20 minutes  
Ages 7-10: 15-30 minutes 
 
Body Breaks 
Every child needs a short break between activities.  Here are some ideas you can try: 

● Run around the backyard for 3 minutes 
● Jumping jacks, hopping (one foot and two feet), skipping for 3 minutes  
● https://www.gonoodle.com  (Your child most likely already knows this site from school; 

ask for their favourite) 
● “Look around you for….5 things you can see, 4 things you can touch, 3 things you can 

hear, 2 things you can smell, 1 thing you can taste”  
If you want more ideas for body breaks or for strategies that have helped your child, please ask 
your child’s classroom teacher.  



 
 
 
What do I need to consider when setting up a learning space? 
Millions of families around the world are figuring out the same thing!  Here is a great resource 
from the BC Ministry of Education:   https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/  If you 
indicated on your survey that you would like support with setting up your home learning space, 
your child’s teacher or an administrator will call your family to discuss this further.  
 
I need some more ideas for what my kids can do at home-- they’re bored. 
If your child(ren) need some ideas for optional kid-friendly activities, check out these websites: 

● https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/ for everyday learning activities 
● https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/parent-resource-page.aspx 

 
What about Music, Art, PE, and Library? 
As a staff we decided to focus on sharing activities for building literacy and numeracy skills first. 
We will be adding ideas and activities for Music, Art, and PE at a later date.  We will also be 
looking at ways to safely provide you with library books.  If you have library books to be 
returned, please return them Thursday if you are picking up your child’s belongings and supplies 
from the school.  
 
Is everything my child is working on going to be online?  
No, our goal is to provide balance for your child.  There may be some required online activities 
(Raz Kids, Mathletics, Typing.com) for your child but we are planning on including workbook 
practice and creative projects as well.  We will occasionally be asking families to pick up 
additional work packages from the school on dates to be determined.  
 
What else can I do to make this go smoothly?  
Please communicate with your child’s homeroom teacher (via email, phone call, or video 
conference) what is not working for your child or for your family.  We want to support you and 
work alongside you so we would love feedback on how to do that better.  Please pray for the 
KCS staff as we continue to adapt to these new circumstances.  
 
 
Thank you for your support-- you are an amazing community!  We will be praying for you as 
your family continues their learning at home.  Your child’s teacher will be contacting you next 
week with more information about scheduling weekly check-in meetings.  
 
On behalf of the K-5 staff, 
 
Karen Currie, MEd 
Elementary & Middle School VP 



karenc@kamcs.org 
 


